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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Status 

1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 20 December 2006 and 23 February 2007 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 
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5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E3 Claim(s) 1-13 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 
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Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is responsive to the Amendment filed 12-20-2006 and RCE filed 02-23- 
2007, which have been entered. Claims 1-13 are currently pending. 

Specification 

1. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: in page 2, 
line 19, the phrase "Figure 2 (second occurrence of the sentence) should be -Figure 1- 
because the cross sectional line "2-2" is in figure 1 . 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter, which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. In the preamble of claim 1 , an improved lock center 
idler is claim but it is unclear as to what is being improved. The body of the claim does 
not support any improvement or what is being improved. It appears that the 
improvement is improving what is already improved. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 



Application/Control Number: 10/617,628 
Art Unit: 3682 



Page 3 



5. Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Bruchner et al. (5,820,503). Bruchner et al. discloses an idler comprising a pulley 
supported by a bearing (2) mount on a bearing mount which is mounted on a tension 
adjusted member (3, bearing mount), wherein the tension-adjusting member is in 
communication with a fastener (5/6) that fixes the idler to a mount (1 ). It is apparent that 
as the fastener (5/6) fixes the idler to the mount, the bearing mount (3) will actually 
rotate in the direction of the turning action of the fastener due to frictional torque 
between the contact surfaces of the fastener and the bearing mount thereby inherently 
tensioning on the belt. 

In claim 2, note the tension adjusting member is a cylinder that cooperates 
with the inner portion of the bearing (2), and an eccentric bore axially therethrough. 

In claim 3, note the tension adjuster comprises a reaction friction surface and a 
resistance surface (see attached drawing). In addition, it would be inherent for the idler 

In claim 4, note the reaction resistance surface with a reaction-mating surface of 
the fastener and the resistance friction with the mounting surface. 

Regarding claim 5, note the arm (1) having a pulley mounting portion and a dual 
fastener bore at (1 1 ) at one end. 

In claim 6, note the curve slot (9) in the cylindrical portion of the tension-adjusting 
member. 

In claims 7-12, Bruchner et al. discloses the claimed invention above. 
Regarding clam 13, it is apparent that the method steps are included during the 
application of Bruchner et al. device. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-13 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marcus Charles whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7101. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 7:30 am to 6:00 
pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ridley Richard can be reached on (571) 272-6917. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Marcus Charles 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3682 
March 21, 2007 



